Prayer of Blessing for Those Involved in Mission Work

Good and Gracious God,

We ask your blessings and protection for all those youth and youth leaders who will be involved in mission work this summer. Shelter them and guide them that they may positively affect the lives of all those they touch. We ask also Father that they also be positively impacted by their experience, so that they may develop a zeal in their hearts to continue this work of service throughout their lives.

We ask this humbly in your name,

Amen

Prayer of Preparation for the Day’s Work

Dear Lord Jesus,

You are our guide for the ministry we do …

Let us always remember …

You prepared your body and soul for the work you were about to do.

You went where the people were …

You modeled positive behavior …

You invited yourself and others into genuine relationships …

You stayed committed to your mission and offered the chance for others to join you.

Bless us this day so that we may truly be your hands and feet in our world today. 

Amen

Voices that Challenge for Justice and Peace


Creator God, source of all life and wisdom, 


       we ask for your blessing of courage




as we seek to live justice and proclaim peace.

Jesus, you send your Spirit to guide us as we go forth to challenge the world 

in which we live by becoming your heart, your hands and your voice. 

Our response will be: Spirit, guide us.

· As we challenge a world of selfishness with the voice of generosity, we pray…

· As we challenge a world of violence with the voice of peace, we pray…

· As we challenge a world of isolation with the voice of inclusion, we pray…

· As we challenge a world of apathy with the voice of action, we pray…

· As we challenge a world of oppression with the voice of justice, we pray…

Jesus, you came not only to challenge, but also to comfort. We ask that you be with us as we strive to bring healing to our world.  Our response will be: Jesus, be with us.

·  As we heal a world of anger with the voice of forgiveness, we pray…

·  As we heal a world of rejection with the voice of acceptance, we pray…

·  As we heal a world of fear with the voice of faith we pray…

· As we heal a world of despair with the voice of hope, we pray…

·  As we heal a world of brokenness with the voice of love, we pray….
(From Mission Possible 2007 Adult Leaders Guide)
A Prayer for Peace and Justice

God of strength and God of gentleness, keep us in your care.

We place our concerns and worries in your hands.

With your gentle touch we ask you to protect us 

and all people from violence and injustice.

We pray that all violence may end; 

and that we may never again see faces of fear or pain or grief 

because of violent or unjust acts.

We pray for hearts and souls that know genuine peace 

and demonstrate kindness, respect and dignity for all people.

May peace reign in our hearts and in our communities, 

so that we may model the strength, gentleness and compassion

to which God calls all people.

[Adapted from Dominicans of Grand Rapids, MI]                                                                                                                  

